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BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA
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Ministarstvo za nauku, visoko obrazovanje i
mlade

Reisa DZemaludina CauSeviéa 1

71 000 Sarajevo

BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA

Centar za informisanje i priznavanje
dokumenata iz oblasti visokog obrazovanja
Kneza ViSeslava bb

88000 Mostar

BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA

Agencija za razvoj visokog obrazovanja
i osiguranje kvaliteta
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78000 Banja Luka

PREDMET: Poziv za sufinansiranje investicijskih projekata u okviru Investicijskog okvira za
Zapadni Balkan - 10. poziv; Informacija, dostavlja se

Postovani,

Direkcija za evropske integracije je obavijestila Ministarstvo civilnih poslova Bosne i
Hercegovine da je otvoren 10. poziv za dostavljanie aplikacija za sufinansiranje investicijskih
projekata u okviru Investicijskog okvira za Zapadni Balkan (WBIF), uz molbu da o navedenom
informisemo relevantne institucije na razli¢itim nivoima vlasti.

U aktu Direkcije za evropske integracije je istaknuto da projekini prijedlozi treba da budu
povezani sa Ekonomskim i investicijskim planom za Zapadni Balkan (EIP flagship) i da je neophodno
postojanja usvojenih relevantnih cjelodrZavnih sektorskih strateskih dokumenata. Takode, navedena su

kljuéna podrugja intervencija, kako slijedi:

- Qdrivi transport - obnavljanje postojete i izgradnja nove otporne i pametne transportne
infrastrukture na TEN-T glavnoj Zeljezni¢koj mreZi(integracija odrzivih i pametnih elemenata
u drumski i Zeljeznidki transport, inteligentni transportni sistemi, informacioni sistemi,

sigurnost na cesti);

2
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- Cista energija - podrika energetskoj tranziciji (prenos i skladiStenje elektricne energije, obnova
postojeéih hidroelektrana, dekarbonizacija, jadanje elektritne mreZe, urbani mjerni sistemi);

- Okolina i klima - upravljanje otpadom i otpadnim vodama, vodosnadbijevanje (pokrivenost
velikih aglomeracija, doprinos zadtiti prirode, zelena infrastruktura);

- Digitalna buduénost - digitalna infrastruktura (brza i sigurna Sirokopojasna povezanost za
javnu upravu, domadinstva, poslovne subjekte, obrazovarnje, zdravstvo);

- Razvoj ljudskog kapitala - obnova/poboljSanje infrastrukture u obrazovanju i zdravstvu (Cista
energija, digitalna transformacija).

Osnovni uslov za apliciranje za WBIF sredstva je da zahtjev za grant mora biti povezan sa
investicijom te treba biti praéen kreditnim aranZmanom (koji je u fazi pregovaranja ili je ve¢ sklopljen)
izmedu Bosne i Hercegovine i neke od medunarodnih finansijskih institucija ukljudenih u WBIF
(Evropska banka za obnovu i razvoj-EBRD, Evropska investicijska banka-EIB, Razvojna banka Vijeca
Evrope-CEB, Razvojna banka SR Njemadke-KfW, Svjetska banka te Francuska razvojna agencija-
AFD), uz razmotrene finansijske moguénosti aplikanta za zaduZivanjem u buduénosti. Navedena
vodeéa medunarodna financijska institucija mora izraziti interes/podrsku projektu koji se predlaZe 1
biti konsultovana pri izradi grant aplikacije. Zbog financijskih obaveza koje se stvaraju, neophodno je
konsultovati relevantna ministarstava finansija prilikom apliciranja po pitanju moguénosti zaduZivanja
u vezi sa predloZenim projektom (ukoliko je u pitanju novo zaduZenje).

Smjernice za pripremu i podno¥enje aplikacija za WBIF projekte i aplikacioni obrazac su
dostupni na linku:
https://whif.ew/storage/app/media/Library/11 Fundine/WBIF%20Guidelines%20for%20Applicants_D
ecember%202022.pdf.

Shodno navedenom, molimo da projektne prijedloge, koji zadovoljavaju zahtjeve iz poziva,
dostavite redovnom postom i na e-mail dragana.vujanovic(@mcep.gov.ba najkasnije do 15.12.2023.
godine kako bi blagovremeno bili proslijedent Direkciji za evropske integracije na dalje postupanje.

S postovanjem,
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Prilog:
- Akt Direkcije za evropske integracije broj 04/B-06-11-1C-1370-2/23 od 22.11.2023. godine
(2 strane);
- Informacija o kriterijima prihvatljivosti i viemenskom okviru za WBIF Poziv za dostavljanje
projekata za mjeSovite investicije u javnom 1 privatnom sektoru (8 strana, engleski jezik);
- Instrukcije za izradu i dostavljanje grant aplikacija u BiH sa rokovima za izvrenje aktivnosti
(2 strane)

Dostavijeno:
- Naslovu
- ala

Sarajevo, frg Bosne i Her;:egovine b:],-/ Capajeso, Tpz Bocneu Xepyezoeune ﬁp_ 1,
Tel Ten: ++387 33 492 633 Fax’Paxe.: ++387 33492 620
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Prilogu 1.

Prilikom pri{.éeme projektnih prijedlioga, posebnu paZnju treba obratiti:
- da projékini prijedlozi budu povezani sa Ekonomskim i investicijskim planom za Zapadni Balkan

(EIP), odn. sa EIP flagship (ili da spnda;uuobnnﬂa@np—a)xhsaveépoﬁowém WBIF projektom;
- na postojanje usvojenih relevantnih cjelodrzavnih sektorskih strateSkih dokumenata;

Podsje¢amo da su osnovni uvjeti za apliciranje za WBIF slijedeti:

- da zahtjev za grant sredstvima bude povezan sa investicijom, te da bude pracen kreditnim aranZmanom
(koji je u fazi pregovaranja ili je ve¢ sklopljen) izmedu Bosne i Hercegovine i neke od medunarodnih
ﬁnancgsklh institucija ukljudenih u WBIF {Evropska banka za obnovu i razvoj, Evropska investicijska

Boke Mazaliéa 5, 71000 Sarajevo, tel: +387 33 255 044, fm: +387 33 255 317, http:/fwww.dei.gov.ba
hoxe Mazamaha 5, 71000 Capajeso, Ten: +387 33 255 044, graxc: +387 33 155 317; hitp//www.dei.gov.ba
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Ref: WBIFWP_15 OB_Call NOV23_Annex 1

Western Balkans WB lF . | BLENDING
Ivestment Framework PUBLIC
PRIVATE

BULDING THE EUROPEAN FUTURE TOGETHER | Guananmees

NOTE TO WESTERN BALKANS INVESTMENT FRAMEWORK (WBIF) STAKEHOLDERS

Subject: Information on the eligibility criteria and timetable for WBIF Call for Proposals for public and
private sector blending investments

The European Commission and the Bilateral Donors plan to launch a WBIF cail for proposals for public and private

sector Technical Assistance (TA) and Investment (INV) grants (TA Round 30, INV Round 10, PS Round 3) on 14
November 2023.

Selected blending investments in the form of projects must address the WBIF Blending Investment Priorities as
presented at the 1% Strategic and Operational Board meetings (16 and 17 December 2021), notably and here relevant:
1) sustainable transport; 2) clean energy; 3) environment and climate; 4) digital future; 5) Competitiveness of the
private sector and 6) human capital development.

The WBIF Management Information System (MIS) provides separate entry portals for public (and private sector)
blending investments. Public sector blending applications must be pre-notified and submitted via the WBIF MIS
by National IPA Coordinators. The grant application forms (GAF) and the guidelines for public and private
Technical Assistance (TA/TAF) and Investment (INV/BAF) grants are available on the WBIF website, under
How to Apply for a WBIF Grant?

L WBIF public sector blending Investment Priorities

The following eligibility criteria per investment priority are of application to projects and proposals submitted to
the call for proposals launched on 14 November 2023.

1. Sustainable Transport

Rationale

The Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans sets out that significant investment should be directed
towards sustainable fransport infrastructure in the Western Balkans.

Investments in transport infrastructure should be future-proof and sustainable (e.g. through proper climate risk
assessments and adequate mitigation and adaptation measures) in line with the Guidelines for the
Implementation of the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans embedded in the Economic and Investment Plan:
e.g. rehabilitation of the rail network, deployment of intelligent transport systems, multimodal transport solutions and
modal shift. These investments should also be aligned with the Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy priorities,
the “do no significant harm” principle and the Paris Agreements.

Fast, efficient and sustainable transport links are crucial, both within the region and with the neighbouring EU
Member States in the railway sector.

7116



In December 2021, the European Commission published a proposal for the Revision of the TEN-T Regulation' that
includes a Rail Freight Corridor for the Western Balkans. Once adopted, the new Rail Freight Corridor will become an
essential tool for coordinated cooperation to improve international freight traffic. Additionally, multimodality in passenger
and freight rail transport needs to be improved.

The core network, with a deadline of 2030 completion, should constitute the foundation of the sustainable
multimodal transport network, representing the strategically most important nodes and links of the trans-
European transport network according to traffic needs. They should stimulate the development of the entire
comprehensive network and enable EU action to concentrate on the Trans-European Transport Network
components with the highest European added value, in particular cross-border sections, missing links,
multimodal connecting points and major bottlenecks.

The Western Balkans regjon is affected by the changing climate and has already seen the severe consequences of climate
change. The Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy for Western Balkans® was developed to set common objectives and
a list of common measures for making transport greener, sustainable and healthier for citizens.

Progress should be made on both the implementation of technical standards and connectivity reform measures (e.g.
aligning/simplifying border crossing procedures, railway reform including unbundling and third-party access,
information systems, maintenance schemes, road safety), thus speeding up the completion of the indicative
extension of the Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) to the Western Balkans and accelerating full
alignment with the EU acquis, namely as regards digital and clean energy technologies.

Key areas of intervention

e Rehabilitation of existing and construction of new resilient and smart transport infrastructure on the
TEN-T core railway network.

2. Clean Energy
Rationale

The Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans together with the Guidelines for the Implementation of
the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans set out that support towards energy transition will be reinforced. Strong
emphasis is placed on energy market integration, decarbonisation, and clean energy, just transition, increased
digitalisation of the system and smart grids, energy efficiency, including modemisation of district heating, and
energy security.

In December 2022, the Western Balkans partners made commitments under the Energy Community Treaty
concerning the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions energy efficiency and renewable energy targets by 2030.
On this basis, they are currently developing their respective National Energy and Climate Plans setting out the
steps to achieve these targets. Investments through the WBIF will be in line with the priorities in the WB
partners’ National Energy and Climate Plans.

At the same time, there has been progress in implementation of renewable energy policies in the Western
Balkans and investments in renewable energy (conventional solar and wind power plants) have started to flow
in. However, further investments and policy measures in decarbonising energy production and/or consumption
shall be key to deliver decarbonisation targets, including being able to avoid potentially negative consequences
of the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) and to ensure a just energy transition. The mobilization
of the private sector would contribute to the nascent industrial clean energy ecosystems and can be a regional
economic game changer. Progress should be made on transposing the new Electricity Integration Package within

! Proposal for a REGULATION OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE COUNCIL on Union guidelines
for the development of the trans-European transport network, amending Regulation (EU) 2021/1153 and Regulation
(EU) No 913/2010 and repealing Regulation (EU) 1315/2013

2 hitps:// www.transport-community.org/stratecy-for-sustainable-and-smart-mob lity -in-the-western-balkans-2/
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the Energy Community to ensure full market integration of Contracting Parties, which includes the six Western
Balkans partners, into the single European electricity market.

Key areas of intervention for public sector investment (INV) and technical assistance (TA) grants:

o Electricity transmission and storage projects:

o Where electricity transmission projects can contribute to market integration (between WB
partners and/or with EU Member States), sustainability (integration and transmission of
renewable energy) and security of supply,

o Energy storage facilities to enable accelerated renewables deployment.
o Renewable energy: Rehabilitation of existing hydropower plants

o Low carbon transition (e.g. future-proof gas pipelines listed as Projects of European Community
Interest or Projects of Mutual Interest supportive of the low carbon transition and transit of decarbonized
gas and hydrogen, gas and carbon dioxide storage). Proposals need to provide sufficient evidence of
decarbonization strategies (e.g. conversion of natural gas assets to dedicated hydrogen assets).

3. Environment and Climate

Rationale

The Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans together with the Guidelines for the Implementation
of the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans set out that significant investment should be directed towards
greening the Western Balkans and mainstreaming environmental and climate requirements in other sectors. WBIF
support focuses on implementation of the plan’s flagship on waste and wastewater management.

One of the main goals of the Green Agenda is to reduce water pollution and to address water conservation and
flood protection across the region. There is a high share of population in rural areas (30 to 50%) with only basic
sanitary facilities and wastewater collection, while urban areas with collection of wastewaters via sewer
networks discharge mostly untreated wastewater.

Even though there have been improvements in waste management through the adoption of circular economy
principles, there is still much progress to be made in the Western Balkans. Moving to a circular economy,
addressing waste management, recycling, sustainable production, and efficient use of resources, will play a
significant role in lowering the carbon footprint.

Key areas of intervention

e  Water and wastewater treatment: Support will be provided to upgrade basic infrastructure in line with
relevant EU standards in the area of water and sanitation (including investments in drinking water
treatment and supply, and sewerage systems covering multiple agglomerations with a regional coverage
or in the major cities) and pollution prevention measures. Actions that address water pollution and have
co-benefits of improving resilience to extreme climate events or contributing to nature conservation and
restoration, such as nature-based solutions or green infrastructure, will be prioritised.

e Circular economy: Support will be provided to waste management, recycling, sustainable production,
and efficient use of resources for the green and climate-neutral economy.

4. Digital future
Rationale

The Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans calls for the region’s digital transition. To underpin an
effective transition of all the sectors of the economies and governments, and to contribute to a sustainable,
climate neutral and resilient economy, proposals should focus on digital infrastructures: ultra-fast and secure
broadband connections for governments/public administrations, households, businesses, education and health,

3
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urban and rural connections, and the connections to EU digital backbones

Key areas of intervention

Digital infrastructures: ultra-fast and secure broadband connections for governments, households,
businesses, education and health , connections with remote areas, connection to EU digital backbones.

S. Infrastructures for human capital development

Rationale

The Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans shifts the focus from pure social infrastructures to

investments in infrastructures that unleash the potential of human capital development in the fields of education
and health.

Investments in infrastructures have to contribute to the implementation of regional and or local strategies and
plans aimed at unleashing the human capital development potential.

Key areas of intervention

II.

Investments to rehabilitate/upgrade and/or expand infrastructures in the field of education (from early
childhood education to high-level education), and health. Investments must be sustainable and comply
with clean energy and decarbonisation targets, environmental protection, disaster resilience and specific
climate change impacts, s and contribute to the region’s digital transition. Recognised international
standards in the fields need to be fulfilled. Investments must demonstrate the contribution for unleashing
human capital development potential in WB.

Eligibility criteria for public sector technical assistance

The following eligibility criteria apply only to technical assistance applications:

Projects must be included under or fall under the scope of the EIP investment flagships, the public
sector blending investment priorities, or any other EU policy initiative and / or instruments.

The underlying investment projects of technical assistance grants must be endorsed by the Ministry of
Finance. Support preparatory work for eligible investment projects (for example, without limitation,
masterplans, (pre)feasibility studies, cost-benefit analyses, environmental and social impact
assessments, comprehensive risks assessments, including disasters and climate change risks and
vulnerability, preliminary and detailed designs), targeted capacity building and implementation support
(including tender documents preparation, procurement assistance), sector development studies, and
general capacity building.

Activities related to the technical review, check and verification of any project design(s) as per national
legislation, other activities specific to the urban planning and/or land ownership (e.g. the preparation of
urban plans, documentation for land expropriation, etc.) that fall under the Beneficiary’s responsibility
as part of its due diligence and control for the project management are not eligible for grant funding.

Support project construction supervision. Construction supervision is eligible only for funding
channelled through the European Western Balkans Joint Fund. Construction supervision is not eligible
under the IPF instrument.

Support for overcoming specific obstacles delaying the preparation or implementation of projects. For
faltering projects, a thorough analysis of the causes thereof and a clear and logical use of the grant to
drive their progress must be provided in the grant application. As a general principle, the WBIF will
not add more subsidies to an existing investment but will consider support for improving the policy
and/or regulatory environment of that investment through capacity building,

For Sustainable Transport projects the technical assistance may be deployed to support railways and
4
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roads construction and re-construction, integration of sustainable and smart elements in road and rail
transport such as multimodal transport nodes, electric charging stations, intelligent transportation
systems (ITS) or infrastructure monitoring as well as to support inland waterways.

e For Clean Energy projects the technical assistance may be deployed to support: energy
interconnections, electrical grid strengthening, smart investments in energy sectors, electric power
transmission, distribution, electrification of urban and rural areas, energy efficiency, district heating,
urban metering systems, gas infrastructure, future-proof gas pipelines.

 For Digital Future projects the technical assistance may be deployed to support ultra-fast and secure
broadband roll-out, data centres, high performance computers and infrastructure sharing,

For projects with preparatory studies under development (e.g. the feasibility study is under preparation), grant
financing for the next stage will not be provided until those studies are completed and their results are
approved by the beneficiary and Lead IFI. Similarly, additional grant financing will not be considered when a
grant has already been awarded but not disbursed.

IIL WBIF private sector blending Investment Priorities

The following eligibility criteria per investment priority are of applicationte projects and proposals submitted to
the call for proposal launched on 14 November 2023.

Competitiveness of the private sector

Rationale

Crowding-in private capital to leverage additional funds is pursued across all WBIF investment windows to
enable enhanced cooperation of all potential donors in the region through scaling-up investments in all priority
areas of the Economic and Investment Plan for Western Balkans (the “EIP”) .

Specifically, the EIP focuses on the importance of supporting start-ups, Micro, Small and Medium-sized
Enterprises (MSMEs) as means including adopting the rules governing the implementation of the Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism (the “CBAM™).

Digital transition. innovation: shall support investments strengthening the digitalisation of the business
sector in the region (including start-ups and scale-ups MSMEs), as well as the integration_of research and
development results, innovation, technology transfer, and enabling digital eco-systems.

Trade: shall aim at raising the quality standards of companies, availability of export-oriented investments
and facilitate the integration of innovative industrial value chains (including the CBAM) between the
Western Balkans and the EU in order for the region private sector to benefit from market integration and
trade within the region and with the EU.

Financial Inclusion: shall support the labour, social and financial inclusion of those furthest away from the
labour market including Roma population. In particular, focus should be put on the social entrepreneurship
ecosystem through activities that build the capacity and preparedness of the supply (social finance
providers) and demand (social enterprises) sides of the social entrepreneurship ecosystem.

Iv. WHBIF eligible sub-sectors general provisions for public sector investments and delineation
with [PA national programmes

Sustainable Transport

Subsector - SOP / national IPA : WBIF 4‘

’TR‘ailways ‘infrastructure Railway TEN-T Comprehensive Railway TEN-T Core network

L = . = 1 |
5
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Clean Energy

e1e001ty

Transmission of internal electricity

transmission lines, if not on the
PECI/PMLI lists, that significantly
contributes to market integration
and/or to the integration of
RESDistribution

o Transmission lines contributing
to market integration (between
WB partners and/or with EU
Member States), sustainability
(integration and transmission of
renewable energy) and security
of supply.

® energy storage

Renewable energy
production

e Rehabilitation  of
hydropower plants

existing

o Innovative renewable energy
solution projects (if not supported
through EFSD+ guarantees and
proven not to be
generating)

revenue-

Hydrocarbons

gas pipelines on PECI/PMI lists

Water management

Drinking water and waste water (<
€15 Million (€30 million for Serbia))*
River basin management/flood
prevention

3 e

Drinking water and waste water (> €15 |

million (€30 million for Serbia))

Waste management

Waste management centres (< €20
Million (€30 million for Serbia))*

closure of non-compliant landfills
Equipment*

e Waste management centres (> €20
Million (€30 million for Serbia})

¢ Closure of non-compliant landfills,
including rehabilitation according
to EU standards (only if in
association with waste management
centres)

Alr quality/noise

Services/ works/ equipment *

Nature protection

Management of natural resources,
resource protection (deployment of
reservoirs, irrigation; green and blue
infrastructures; ecosystem restoration
and resilience; restoration of carbon
rich habitats; water retention)*

12/16



Industrial
pollution/chemicals

Services (studies
o cleaning/remediation of local waste
dumpsites

)ﬂh_,"_k._r%@

Integrated industrial
decarbonisation and depollution
solutions (including through WBIF
private sector)

* Priority area/s for Sector Operational Programmes.

Digital Future

e-governance, e-procurement, education,
e-health, electronic public services
projects supporting alignment with EU’s
rules related to data protection

EU practices to mitigate cybersecurity
risks

ultra-fast and secure broadband with a
view to ensure universal access,

deployment of backbones and link
with existing EU backbones,
including high performance
computers and/or GEANT
programme

io Balkans Digital Highway deployment

Human Capital

ey

Health Not a priority under SOPs, to be addressed | Only infrastructure interventions related to
through bilateral programmes. expansion and or
any activity in line with IPA IIT renovation/rehabilitation of
programming framework, EIP, ERP infrastructures

Education & Skills |e Investments contributing to the Only infrastructure interventions related

Fconomic and Investment Plan Flagship
10 Youth Guarantee*®

any other activity in line with IPA TII
programming framework, EIP, ERP*

to expansion -and or
renovation/rehabilitation of
infrastructures

* Priority area/s for Sector Operational Programmes.

Note: The above table refers to EU finds only. In addition, Bilateral Donors can support small scale TA and
investment projects in all sectors described above regardless of the division of sectors into “SOPs/bilateral
programs” and “WBIF” and without any financial threshold.

V. WBIF public sector blending investments: co-financing rates

The maximum co-financing rates are as follows:

Railways (incl. signalling and telecommunications) 50
Clean Energy / Energy Efficiency

Energy interconnections, electric power transmission 20
Gas infrastructure, future-proof gas pipelines 20
| Environment and Climate Change

Drinking water treatment and supply, waste water collection and treatment, 70
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sewerage system:

Waste management (collection, source-separation, recycling, treatment and disposal 70
technologies)

Digital Infrastructure

 Ultra-fast and secure broadband roll-out (particular focus on connecting 'white 30
zones'/ rural area, education and healthcare institutions)

Balkans Digital Highway deployment

30

Social Infrastructure

Upgrade and or expand infrastructure in the sectors of education and health L 30

For clarifications regarding the call for proposals, please contact the WBIF "Secretariat at NEAR-
WBIF@ec.europa.cu.

14 /16



it AR N

HE HTORIR-6 04

16.1,-31.1.2024.

potwdu nfiho\re pod@ﬁa gﬁﬂt aplﬂ;aﬂ]am DEl dostarvl]a
komentare (komentare medunarodnih finansijskih institucija
i WBIF/IFICO Urm] nh grant aplikacije koje zadovoljavaju
kriterije Sektorskim koordinatorima/driavnim

dalje

unapredenje
kvaliteta grant

15

/16



31.1.2024.

9.2.2024.
19.2.22.2.2024. i

e Dffavno udbora za investicije,
2322024, Driavni IPA koordinator podnw finalne grant aplikacije

Sekretarifatu WBIF-a putem MIS online sistema apliciranja

Faza §
Usvajanje |
dostavijanje
grant aplikacija
WBIF
Sekretarijatu/
Evropskoj
komisiji

ot s

.;H

6/16



